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HGTV show features Louisville homes, Realtor 
HGTV show looks at property values 
BY BILL WOLFE • BWOLFE@COURIER-JOURNAL.COM • OCTOBER 25, 2008 

 

A national audience will get to peruse the pantry and peek in the bedrooms of a Louisville 
home tomorrow, with local Realtor Stephanie Mattingly as their guide. 

Home & Garden Television chose the 
Louisville real estate agent to appear in 
an episode of its reality show "My House 
Is Worth What?" 

The premise: Homeowners who are 
thinking about selling or making 
improvements to their house give the 
show's producers their best estimate of 
the market value of the property -- "then 
the Realtor gives them a marketing 
analysis, basically what their house would 
be worth that day," Mattingly said. 

Whether they overestimate, 
underestimate or figure the value just right is "the big cliffhanger," she said. If the house is 
worth less than the owners hoped, the real estate agent will "tell them things they can do to 
improve their home." 

Mattingly participated in three evaluations during a four-day stretch in June. The first, a house 
in the Original Highlands neighborhood near Mid City Mall, airs at 7 p.m. tomorrow on Insight 
cable Channel 51 (digital Channel 206). Dates have not been set for the other homes -- in the 
Upper Highlands and St. Matthews. 

The show's segment producer, Eve Falcon, contacted Mattingly in May after Falcon saw her 
online real estate listings. 

The producers try to show homes in different parts of the country, and Louisville was "one of 
those cities that we've always wanted to come to," Falcon said. "We were very happy to finally 
get there." 

The Louisville shots went well, and "the networks were thrilled" with the results, she said. "I'm 
sure we'll make our way back." 

Mattingly was chosen over several other Louisville agents after submitting a sample video. 
Then came the hard part. 

"It was my responsibility to find five families to audition," she said. "I sent out an e-mail and 
called clients and family and friends and said: 'Hey, this is the criteria. Anybody interested?' " 

"I thought everybody would want to do it. But a lot of people just are kind of private, and they 
don't really want family and co-workers to know how much money they put into their home or 
how much they paid for their house," she said. 

Ann Money was one of the reluctant homeowners. "I originally said no. I really don't want to do 
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By Arza Barnett, The Courier-Journal 

Louisville Realtor Stephanie Mattingly said the television show 
"My House Is Worth What?" involved the same skills she uses 
on her job every day: "That part was easy. The hard part is just 
doing it on camera." 

THE HOME FRONT 
Louisville Realtor Stephanie Mattingly participated in three 
evaluations for the Home & Garden Television reality show "My 
House Is Worth What?" in June.  
 
The first will air at 7 p.m. tomorrow on Insight cable Channel 51 
(digital Channel 206).  
 
The episode covers a house in the Original Highlands 
neighborhood near Mid City Mall. Air dates for the other homes, 
in the Upper Highlands and in St. Matthews, have not been set. 
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it, because that would mean I would have to really get my house in shape," she said. 

But she reconsidered, and "it was a really neat experience," said Money, who owns the Upper 
Highlands home with her husband, Steve Money. "It was kind of neat to get good feedback on 
what we need to do and what other people would like about our house if we would decide to 
put it on the market." 

There's art and science in appraisals, Mattingly said. She checks the value of comparable 
properties nearby, but also has to look at features of the home and additions that can add to 
or subtract from its value. 

Hardwood floors, for example, might add $3,000 to a home's value. But in Louisville, an 
expensive swimming pool can detract from a home's appeal. "Unless people are relocating 
from Florida, it's just not something that people look for. Very few people want a pool in their 
backyard." 

One of the homes she evaluated suffered from an overgrowth of trees in the front yard. "The 
house had no curb appeal, period," she said. "I had to tell them, this is a con, this is a huge 
con." 

Mattingly demonstrated the same skills on the show that she uses on her job every day, she 
said. "That part was easy. The hard part is just doing it on camera." 

Occasionally she was asked to repeat a comment for the camera, or to look at the 
homeowner, but "they never put words is my mouth or put words in hers. It was reality." 

Reporter Bill Wolfe can be reached at (502) 582-4248. 
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